
This letter recommends the transfer of up to $259,800 in County General Funds (CGF), known as 
Homeless Service Center Funds (HSCF) allocated to the Third Supervisorial District, to fund costs 
associated with the acquisition by Step Up on Second Street, Inc. (SUOS) of an existing apartment 
building in the City of Los Angeles to provide nine units of permanent supportive housing for 
chronically homeless individuals. 

SUBJECT

March 05, 2013

The Honorable Board of Commissioners
Community Development Commission
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Commissioners:

APPROVAL OF FUNDS FOR ACQUISITION COSTS FOR STEP UP ON SECOND STREET’S 
TAMMY PERMANENT SUPPORTIVE HOUSING PROJECT IN THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES

(DISTRICT 3) (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1. Authorize the Executive Director or his designee to execute all required documents necessary to 
accept and incorporate up to $259,800 in HSCF allocated to the Third Supervisorial District into the 
Commission’s approved Fiscal Year 2012-2013 budget.

2. Authorize the Executive Director or his designee to execute and, if necessary, amend a Grant 
Agreement and any related documents necessary to transfer to SUOS up to $250,000 in HSCF to 
fund costs associated with the acquisition of an existing apartment building, in order to provide nine 
units of permanent supportive housing for chronically homeless individuals.

3. Authorize the Commission to retain $9,800 for administrative costs.

4. Acting as a responsible agency pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), 
certify that the Commission has considered the attached determination, which was prepared by the 
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City of Los Angeles as lead agency; and find that the project will not cause a significant effect on the 
environment. 

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The $259,800 in CGF will provide funding for administrative and acquisition costs for the Tamarind 
project, known as the Tammy. The Tammy will provide nine units of permanent supportive housing 
targeting chronically homeless individuals and one on-site manager’s unit.  The project is located at 
1146 Tamarind Avenue in the Hollywood neighborhood of the City of Los Angeles. 

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

On April 4, 2006, as part of the Homeless Prevention Initiative, the Board of Supervisors approved a 
motion for County General Funds to be used for costs associated with services, operations, and 
capital projects for individuals and families who are homeless or at-risk of homelessness.  Each 
Supervisorial District is allocated $1,425,000 annually to fund Homeless Service Center programs.

The Third District has directed the Commission to administer a portion of CGF to fund acquisition 
costs for the project with $250,000 to be granted to SUOS and $9,800 (4%) to the Commission for 
administrative fees. These funds will be incorporated into the Commission’s approved Fiscal Year 
2012-2013 budget as needed. 

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Step Up on Second Street, Inc. (SUOS) is a nonprofit mental health provider and housing developer 
that has developed and operated permanent supportive housing for over 15 years.  The agency 
currently operates three permanent supportive housing projects with a total of 85 units for individuals 
who are homeless and affected by mental illness.  SUOS has two projects currently in development 
in Hollywood with a total of 66 units, both of which will serve chronically homeless individuals with a 
mental illness.

The Tammy will be SUOS’s third project in Hollywood to serve this target population.  It involves the 
acquisition of a 10-unit apartment building.  The building consists of nine efficiency units and one 
two-bedroom manager’s unit.  The building was recently refurbished, so only minor upgrades will be 
performed in order to bring the units up to Housing Quality Inspections standards.  

At the time of acquisition, seven units were vacant and three units were occupied by market-rate 
tenants.  As these units become vacant through attrition, SUOS will fill them with members of the 
target population so that eventually there will be nine units occupied by chronically homeless 
individuals with mental illness.  The project will target individuals who are listed on the Hollywood 
Homeless Services Registry.  

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

This project has been determined Statutorily Exempt from the requirements of CEQA by the City of 
Los Angeles in accordance with State CEQA Guidelines Section 15268.  The Commission’s 
consideration of this determination satisfies the requirements of CEQA.
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IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Approval of these actions will increase the supply of permanent supportive housing for chronically 
homeless persons with mental illness.

SEAN ROGAN

Executive Director

Enclosures

Respectfully submitted,

SR:lk
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